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November 16, 2020 
 
Dear Franklin Borough School Families, 
 
Today marks the 49th day of school!  Although Franklin Borough School and the Borough of Franklin 
have been lucky to see a low number of COVID-19 cases throughout the pandemic, the number of 
COVID-19 cases in Sussex County and throughout New Jersey continues to rise.  The Northwest Region 
(our region) of New Jersey is currently identified as “Moderate Risk.”  The Sussex County Health 
Department anticipates this will change to “High Risk” in the coming weeks.  
 
Following the New Jersey Department of Health’s Public Health recommendations for K-12 schools, 
districts must prepare to take the following actions, if our region (Northwest) moves to the “High Risk” 
category: 
  

● Consider implementing fully-remote learning.  Parents/guardians should prepare for the 
possibility of needing increased childcare should Franklin Borough School pivot to fully-remote 
learning. 

● If in-person learning continues, implement enhanced contact tracing and exclusion of close 
contacts of students and staff who have COVID-19-compatible symptoms even if not yet tested. 
This includes students and staff who call in sick.  

 
Please know that my goal is to continue to have students present in school every day.  However, if/when 
our region moves to “High Risk,” the recommendation from the New Jersey Health Department will be 
to transition to remote instruction for all students.  This, along with the increased restrictions, will make 
it difficult to continue in-person learning.  
 
At this time, Franklin Borough School will continue to offer in-person learning.  The school will review 
data released by the Sussex County Health Department and work closely with Sussex County agencies 
daily.  As more information is available, I will share it with you.  
 
Thank you in advance for your patience and cooperation.  Please continue to interact responsibly, wear 
a mask, and social distance. 
 
As always, you may reach me at 973-827-9775 ext. 7212 or via email at jrgiacchi@fboe.org if you have 
any questions. 
 
Stay well, 

John R. Giacchi 
John R. Giacchi, 
Chief School Administrator 
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